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oppression and corruption were due to a departure from
nature in the advancement of civilization, In the follow-
ing years he wrote several other works along the same
line of thought, among which were his influential essay
on political ethics, known as the Social Contract, and that
most revolutionary treatise, the Smile, published in 1762.
In the Social Contract he finds the ideal state in a society
managed by the people, where simplicity and natural
wants control, though a state of nature is still the starting-
point, The same ideas applied to education appear in
the Emile 3 which has made the name of Rousseau famous
and most concerns us here. The influence of this book
is shown by the library of volumes since written to con-
tradict, correct, or disseminate the doctrines expressed in
it. It forced a rich harvest of educational thinking for a
century after its appearance, and has affected our ideas
upon education from that day to this.
In the Emile Rousseau aims to replace the conventional
and formal education of the day with a training that
should be natural and spontaneous. Under the existing
regime it was customary for boys and girls to be dressed
like men and women of fashion (Fig. 37), and for education
to be largely one of deportment and the dancing master,
On the intellectual side, education was largely traditional
and consisted chiefly of a training in Latin grammar,
words, and memoriter work. Rousseau scathingly criti-
cises these practices, and applies his naturalistic principles
to an imaginary pupil named Emile "from the moment of
his birth up to the time when, having become a ma-
ture man, he will no longer need any other guide than
himself." This work is divided into five parts, four of
which deal with Emile's education in the stages of in-
fancy, childhood, boyhood, and youth respectively, and

